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COMMUNITY

Winning Edge Conference Inspires Business Owners

Mr. Saul N. Friedman, partner at
SNFCO, addressing the Winning
Edge 2018 conference attendees.

Mr. Allen Fagin, executive vice president of the OU, speaking
about leadership.

Brass Tacks Q&A panel session.

CHANA GREEN

On Monday, June 18, executives,
entrepreneurs and key business celebrities flocked to Montclair State University to spend the day learning strategies
and tactics toward business growth.
Celebrated business expert and
sought-after keynote speaker Mr. Jeffrey Hayzlett ushered in the day with an
electrifying lecture on the art of being
relentless, radical transparency and key
methods for overcoming the fear that
stands in the way of success. With fascinating anecdotes and deep insights
from his years of experience as CMO
of Kodak, Mr. Hayzlett addressed the
necessity for business owners to define
their core reason for existence and
embrace customer behavior in order to
drive change.
“Kodak’s mistake is that they weren’t
in the business of film. They were in the
business of memories,” he shared.
The next portion of the day brought
an engaging and interactive series of
breakout sessions which addressed
everything from financial, health and
legal matters, to leadership and mar-

Mr. Jeffrey Hayzlett delivering the opening keynote presentation.

keting hacks.
Presenters included Mr. Saul and Mr.
Simeon Friedman of Saul N. Friedman
and Co.; Mr. Michael Macintyre of HSBC;
Mr. Bradley Nash and Mr. Solomon Klein
of Schlam Stone & Dolan LLP; Dr. Firzouz Daneshgari, founder of BowTie
Medical; Mr. Eli Rowe, CEO of World
Medical Bank; Mr. Moishe Katz, founder of United Refuah HealthShare; Mr.
Michael Langer, founder and CEO of

Gulliver’s Gate; Mr. Allen Fagin, executive vice president of the Orthodox
Union; and Mr. Yitzchok Saftlas, founder and CEO of Bottom Line Marketing
Group.
“At the end of the day, a leader
must be the one to make a decision in
every situation,” Mr. Allen Fagin shared,
reminding us of President Harry S. Truman’s famous mantra that “the buck
stops here!”

A trailblazer in the field of healthcare
management, Mr. Eli Rowe shared that
leaders must know their weaknesses,
step back and surround themselves
with teams of talent. He reminded
attendees that even innovators like Mr.
Bill Gates, Mr. Steve Jobs and Mr. Mark
Zuckerberg never finished college and
are still extremely successful executives.
The day culminated with a riveting
Brass Tacks panel followed by an engaging closing keynote address from “Innovation Instigator” and business advisor
Mr. Stephen Shapiro. In his signature,
captivating style, Mr. Shapiro provoked
the audience out of their comfort zones
and into new ways of thinking about
change.
The overwhelming positive responses and still-palpable excitement following the conference are testimony to the
great success of the Winning Edge 2018.
An attendee, Mr. Joel Whitehouse,
president of Empire Benefits Solutions
shared, “The diverse personalities, ideas
and opinions were so unique. I am excited to hit my desk this morning and start
putting their advice into motion!”
Winning Edge 2019, here we come!

Touro Division of Graduate Studies Commencement 2018
BARBARA FRANKLIN

David Geffen Hall at Lincoln Center was filled with
thousands of exuberant graduate students and their
families and friends on June 14 to celebrate the 37th
commencement of the Touro College Division of
Graduate Studies.
Diplomas were conferred on 1,425 members of
the Class of 2018, from six Touro graduate schools:
Business, Education, Health Sciences, Jewish Studies,
Technology and Social Work by President Alan Kadish,
M.D., following a personal and spirited call to action
by keynote speaker Mr. Hillel Fuld, an American-Israeli entrepreneur, and journalist who has been named
Israel’s top marketer. Mr. Fuld collaborates with many
global brands on marketing including Google, Oracle
and Microsoft.
“Today, given the tools and resources you have at
your fingertips and the knowledge you have acquired,
the only thing preventing you from accomplishing the
impossible is you,” he told the assemblage.

In his remarks, during which he traced in detail his
philosophy and path to achieving his goals, Mr. Fuld
stressed that the core of business is “passion and
giving.” He said he spent his years focusing on his passion for technology and writing, while giving free help
to others and ignoring advice to focus more on monetizing his talents.
“Any small piece of success that I have had traces...
back to the day when I started writing my very unstructured thoughts about the world of technology. If one of
the companies I now work with sold for billions tomorrow, I would change nothing. I would continue doing
what I am doing and what I have always done, follow
my passion and give as much as I possibly can to all
those around me who can benefit from what I have to
offer. I suggest you do the same and … right now.”
Mr. Fuld’s remarks followed those of Touro College
president Dr. Alan Kadish, M.D., who encouraged the
graduates to help make the world more enlightened
and compassionate, to live for purposes higher than
one’s self and to teach others.

“It is time for you to take your spots in that broader
scheme and determine the parts you’ll play in enriching
our society,” the president said.
“I implore you to take your knowledge and spend
your lives teaching others. The world in 2018 is complicated and stressful but I am optimistic we will overcome what divides us. Keep being dedicated, teach
others and do us proud,” said Dr. Kadish. “I have no
doubts that, with the education you’ve received, yours
will be robust and beautiful contributions.”
The audience heard moving speeches from six student speakers, each representing one of the six graduate schools. The speakers, who hailed from Greece,
El Salvador, Indonesia, Argentina and the Dominican Republic, were: Ms. Eleni Mellou, M.S. in business
administration; Mr. Miguel Monterrosa, M.S. in mathematics education; Ms. Jessica Punzal, M.S. in industrial
organization-psychology; Ms. Ariana Solovey-Mizrahi,
M.A. in Jewish studies; Ms. Mailen Nunez, M.S. in information systems; and Mr. Christian Rodriguez, MSW,
social work.

